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Since the relatively blissful admin-
Istration of President George Wéshing-
ton, Americans have often had cagse to
wonder about the great gulf which sep-
arates a politician’s words from his in-
nermost thoughts.

_There is no solution. to this, shot
of shooting every politician who lies, but
examples of the disparity continually
crop up in the published apologies of our
poutical bretheren, "~ o
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The latest example is- Bichard Niz-
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entitled (S ises,” Even friem
Mr. Nixon would agree that the '
vice president has undergone 4t ‘leasy.
six crises, possibly more. But the events
he records are helpful jn jousting with a
seemingly eternal problem: what really is

the truth in the political world? Is fact

- truth? Or is truth compounded of factors

which the general public cannot under-
stand or swallow? Why this continual
hocus-pocus? :
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In “8ix Crises,” Mr. Nixon speaks ofm
~ President Kennedy’s “foolish” use of the
- Cuban problem during the 1960 campaign.

Kennedy said then that the Cuban ex- .

iles, “who offer eventual hope of oyer-

throwing Castro, should be given Ameri-
can aid.” e
Mr. Nixon believed his opponent has
been told of the preparations for Cuban
olicy hriefing” in

October. Despite this, 3
Kefiffdy allowed that, *

hus far, “f}iése

(Cuban) fighters for frgedom Bave had

virtually no support from our "govern-
ment”
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only had he been bested by the Boston
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: . Dulles, has Since denied, saying
anything to President Kennedy about the
' preparations for a Cuban invasion, But at :
“the time, Mr. Nixon was quite angry. Not
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strong-boy, he had been forced into the
not unfamiliar position of supporting a
stand directly contrary to his real feel-
ings: '

- “There was only one thing I could
do,” Nixon writes, “The covert opera-
tion AHVET¢Ing Wnd the Cuban refu-
gees) had to be profected at all costs. I
must not even suggest by implication
that the United States is rendering aid to

=4~ Tebel forces in ang out qf Cuba, In fact,
"1 must go to the other exfreme: I must

attack thé Kennédy proposal to provide
suchaid. .17

* ~£#¥kic Mion did in the fourth debate

despite the fact that, according to his

BG6K, “'the covert training of Cuban ex-

he Plain Truth (So To Speak...) N\  S™™™

fles as well as the new covert quarantine -

stantial part at least, to my efforts.”

© on Policy were programs due, in sub-

. Here, it seems, we go aggfil Which
version is the less truthful one” Did Al
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guspect,

~plang afoot? Will Mr. Nixon ever find
tinppiness? Where do we tune in next to

" follow this gripping saga eof high-level
“verabify? e
el
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One must wonder, at Atzlge Tisk of be-

y%éion plans? “
L, with his New
at there were such

ing naive, what values are inherent in :

ame, Failure to

‘the now-it-must-be-told . Fail
office by a

gain the highest politica

‘Nixon. But during his subjective exami-
nation of the campaign, Americans are
"forced to sift once again through facts
.ang truths which may not really be facts
‘and truths, which may, 'in fact, be only
more of the elegaic pap usually spoken
over lost and buried causes.

half-knows?

"Who knows? Or better still — who/

.

.. scant margin must cértainly eat at Mr. .



